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" Women are funny creatures", said Juicy, without bother-
Ing to correct him. "They are the only animals (with the
exception of cats) which have a preliminary period of excite-
ment after morphia., for example: the average woman has
two and a quarter-----"

"Aye, so you say, so you say", said Old Gossip Batey doubt-
fully.

"One of the most remarkable things about woman-----"

the cyclist began.

"Young man/5 said Juicy severely, "generalisation is
damnation. The average woman-----"

"Well I never met one as did/5 Joe Whicher said.

"Joe, you've said it. Woman is a percept, not a concept:
the raw material of art, not science, and in art, as in racing,
form Is the thing/5

"I say/3 said Wilkins, sidling into the room again, "have
you seen Dora's handbag anywhere? It's rather important."

Nathaniel perfunctorily searched the room. "If we find It
we'll send it over first thing in the morning ", he said, emptying
a spittoon into the fireplace.

"No: we must have It to-night.  I mean-----"

George came In from the lane. "The lady says It's all
right," he announced, "she says she put them in her suit
case with your spare braces."

"And that reminds me/' said Nathaniel, who had been in
the kitchen doing some careful calculations with a wet finger
on the bench, " eleven-and-tuppence sir, including young
George."

Wilkins searched his pockets. "I must have left my note-
case outside." "Worse come to worse, I'll flap the dimmock
myself/' said Juicy helpfully, but Wilkins went out and re-
turned with the money.

"Beating in the cinnamon while the galleon's in Jamaica? "
Juicy asked.

"What's that?" said Wilkins, turning round suddenly and
banging his head on the lintel, "O damnitall, damnitall,